AIR REGISTRATION BOARD 


Te development of civil air transport and private flying dates from 
immediately after the 1914-1918 War. Until 1937, the technical 
- control of the design and construction of aircraft and the licensing 

of personnel was dealt with, by departments of the Air HIMES 


These departments had been established during the 1914- 1918 War 


- to control the design and production of Service aircraft, and it was 


natural that, so long as the volume of Civil Aviation was comparatively 


small, the resources of the departments should be used also for the 
control of civil aircraft. 


With the growth of civil flying, the feeling increased that the 
control of airworthiness should be removed from the influence of the 
Service, and the question was submitted to a Committee appointed 
by the Secretary of State for Air under the chairmanship of Lord 
Gorell. This Committee in 1933 recommended that technical matters 
connected with civil aircraft should be delegated to a body representing 
the principal interests in aviation. 


From 1929 onwards, the Shipping Registers of the British Cor- 
poration and Lloyd’s had permission from the Air Ministry to inspect 


- privately-owned aircraft with a view to making recommendations for 
_ the renewal of Certificates of Airworthiness. In 1932, at the suggestion © 


of the Air Ministry, the two Registers collaborated in the formation 


of the Joint Aviation Advisory Committee but no extension of their 


activities took place. 


In the Air Navigation Act of 1936, the Secretary of State for Air 
took powers to delegate certain of his functions to a body representing 
operators, constructors, aircraft insurers and other persons, and him- 
self reserved the right to appoint a representative of the public interest 


-and of the interests of commercial pilots. 


The Board was incorporated under the title ‘‘Air Registration 
Board’’ in February, 1937, and in April of that year the Secretary of 
State delegated to it certain of his functions relating to civil 


aircraft. 


In connection with some matters, the Minister of Civil Aviation — 


has requested the Board to recommend to him whether he should 


issue certificates or licences, and in others he has delegated direct 
authority to the Board. 


‘The Board’s principal duties are :— 


(a) Representation of the United Kingdom at the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (I.C.A.O.) Divisional meetings and a major 
contribution towards the establishment of international standards 
of airworthiness. , 


(b) The compilation and publication of national requirements for the 
design of all classes of aircraft and engines to accord with the 
proposed international standards. 


(c) The investigation of prototype aircraft and the associated equip- 
ment in relation to the issue of Certificates of Airworthiness. 


(d) The approval and supervision of manufacturers’ organisations in 
connection with the issue of Certificates of Airworthiness for series 
aircraft. 


(e) The survey of aircraft in relation to renewal of Coraietes of 
Airworthiness. | 


(f) The survey of aircraft radio installations. 


(g) The approval of operators’ Maintenance Schedules and manufac- 
turers’ Maintenance Manuals, and the preparation of Flight 
Manuals. | 


(h) The technical examination of aircraft maintenance engineers, flight 
- @ngineers and commercial pilots in relation to the issue to these 
personnel of appropriate licences. 


(i) The publication of technical literature, reports on defects and 
accidents, and a Register of Civil Aircraft. 


Under its constitution, the Board, in addition to these duties, is 
able to undertake the work of investigating and reporting on aircraft 
for underwriters and other bodies. It is also able to assist Dominion, 
Colonial and foreign airworthiness authorities with those duties 
analogous to th2 functions delegated to the Board by the Minister of 
Civil Aviation. 2 


This work, cn a cost repayment: basis, is undertaken through 
resident Surveyors who, with the support of the Board’s organisation 
in the United Kingdom, not only encompass all duties referred to 


ry 


above that are relevant in the pare ic ula locality, but who also act as 


advisers to the local governments in matters relating to airworthiness, 


licensing, registration and accident investigation. 


Use of the Board’s services in this way ensures that the most 
up-to-date information on many matters relating to civil aircraft and 
licensing of personnel is at the disposal of the local governments. More- 


over, the Board is able to replace its representatives at intervals with 


officers from the United Kingdom who are abreast of the latest trends 
and developments. 


The Board’s staff includes highly qualified specialists on a variety 
of subjects, who have had considerable experience of the problems 
with which the Board has to deal. 


Implementation of the standards set and maintained by the Board 
will ensure observance of the relevant I.C.A.O. standards. ? 


The Board is composed of representatives of operators, con- 
structors and insurers, and its constitution is such that none of these 
may have a preponderating influence on its decisions. 


_Its constitution ensures that the technical control of Civil Aviation 
will be in the hands of those whose primary interest is in Civil Aviation, 
always subject to the over-riding decision of the Minister of 
Civil Aviation in respect to matters on which the Board makes 
recommendations. : 


The Members of the Board have themselves no direct or indirect 


financial interest in its activities. 
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